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How to Use Single Shortcut for Multiple Macros

This document shows two ways how to use the same shortcut to run multiple
macros. Wen user types the shortcut then a choice of multiple macros to pick from is
shown and user selects the one to run. Example:

« 1) Black

" 3) Green
> 4) Red
« 5) White
There are two ways how this can be achieved:
Option 1: Multiple macros have the same (text) shortcut assigned.
Option 2: Use “Menu of MACROS” (in the macro text syntax <macromenu>) command

To create something useful, let’s make a set of macros that will insert the current date in different
formats like these:

Thursday, March 22, 2018
3/22/2018

2018/03/22
Y:18M:03D:22

(Note: The first three date formats are natively supported while the last one is custom format.)

Note: You may need to read “How to Create Text Insertion Macro” tutorial before this one.



Option 1

Steps:
1. Open the Macro Toolworks / Perfect Keyboard window on screen by

clicking on its tray icon:

2. At first we create a new macro group “Option 1”. Just right-click on the “All
Macros” group and select “Add Child Group”:
FILE EDIT VIEW INSERT TOOLS HELP
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HowTo_UseSingleShortcutForMultipleMacros.4tw*

_LW Lo Trigger

Add Group
Add Child Group
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Copy
Paste

Delete

Export to XML...
Import from XML...

Disable macro is selected. Select or add macro in list above.

Macro Toolbar
Properties...




3. Assign it the name “Option 1” and click OK:

HowTo_UseSingleShortcutForMultipleMacros.4tw

o All Macros Macro Group Properties

~{ New Macro Group
General Macro Toolbar Scope Macro Font

Label:

E :' | Option 1 Change icon...

[ ID: 85696859-1242 1
Description:

[ ] pisabled
[ ]remote macro call (RMC) enabled

Password

ot e

4. In this new macro group we create a macro by clicking “Add Macro”
button:
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=+ All Macros *Name

5. In the newly created macro we will add “Date & Time” command by clicking
¥ “Add command” button in the “Macro Steps” tab:

FILE EDIT VIEW INSERT TOOLS HELP
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HowTo_UseSingleShortcutForMultipleMacros. 4tw*
= All Macros *Name All Commands Categories Favorite Filter:
£~ Option 1 L3 |

Chpboard Replace Match = "...", Replace = "...", Format = "...", Mode = "..." (e |

Debug BREAK POINT

Display CHANGE WALLPAPER "..."

a o Steps| | Display GET PIXEL color from position [ x=..., y=... ] to variable *..." [
@ | -’ Display Image CAPTURE from SCREEN x ="..% y ="..", Width = "..", Height = "...", Image file =".."
Display Image FIND on SCREEN "..." (Start search X = ..., Start search ¥ = ..., Variable for image found X = ..., Variable }

Display NOTIFICATION =..."

~

Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Variable A

<date>(Format,"Separator”,Day leading zero,Month leading zero,Day shift,"Variable for result™)
Available in: Free edition

The command inserts date information (e.g., 02/24/2000) into the currently active window or
saves it to required variable.

# Parametername  Parameter description

1 |Format The format:
0 = DDMMYYYY
1 = MMDDYYYY v
|2=DD
< >
Macro Steps | M Show command help E Cancel i [
ny rancal

6. In the “Edit Command” window shown, we need to pick the right date
format from the list of formats and click OK.



Edit Command

X

Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Variable Format=Windows user default - long, Separator=/, Day leading zero=Yes, Mor

(]
.
3 Day leading zero Yes DOMM
MMDD
4 Manth leading zero Yes MMYYYY
] DD January YYYY
o ooyt 0 January Drg Y
6 WVariable for result Friday X January DD X YYYY
Friday January DD X Y¥YY
Friday DD January
Friday DD January YYYY
Friday
January
Help RW
1 Format The format:
0 = DDMMYYYY AN
1= MMDDYWY YOYYMM
2=DD Windows user default - shart
3=MM Windows user default - long
4 = DDNMM Format for calculation and compare
5= MMDD
6 = MMYYYY
7 = DD_January_YYYY
8 = January_DD_YYYY
9 = Friday_X_January_DD_X_YYYY
10 = Friday_January_DD_X_YYYY
11 = Friday_DD_January
12 = Friday_DD_January_YYYY
13 = Friday
14 = January >
| 15 = YYYY _
<
| oK | Cancel

7. Now we switch to “Macro Triggers” tab and assign the macro a text

shortcut trigger.
1:




a Macro Ste ff,.'?‘ Macro Triggers | [ | Maaro Scope ‘ Macro Properties

Mouse (click, hold, on edge, etc.)
Macro Button

@

-

Ol

Time/Date

Window (open, closed, activated....)
File (created, deleted, changed....)
Folder (file created, file changed,..)
Drive (space lower then...)

Idle (no keyboard or mouse activity)
Windows Shutdown

Display Pixel (pixel changes color)
Clipboard

Windows Service

LeaaccQUO 98

2

Cancel
1 NN

2:

@ Macro steps 4 Macro Triggers (7] Macro Scope Q. Macro Properties

76\ & Keyboard

[JHot-key

Follow case

(Note: The text shortcut .d1 means “date option 1” as we now working on
the option 1.)

8. Now we switch to “Macro Properties” tab, assign the macro a name, and
click OK:



B Macro Steps _’.-_"'_ Macro Triggers E Macro Sm

Default-long | Change icon ...

[Jpisable macro

[]use this macro as a template Socry poyhack peed: e
Default b

[]Add to tray menu ! '
Repeat macro:

[ JLock keyboard and mouse while macro is running (must start as Admin) Epea.

|:|Run macro in separate process o

|:] Run this macro when macro file is loaded [ 10 B6EF09765-1249 ]

Macro description:

@ Cancel

9. We have now created macro that implements the first date format:
AIE - BEERIE BRdh I R "R W2

HowTo_UseSingleShortcutForMultipleMacros. 4tw*
= All Macros *Name Trigger Macro Steps #
¢ Option 1 > Default-long [d1] Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Variable Format=Windows us... 2
B Macro Steps _.:j“’,-”? Macro Triggers E Macro Scope ‘ Macro Properties [E
Default-long| H Change icon .. ‘

[ Ipisable macro

Mac back speed:
[]use this macro as a template | fro :lay g |

Defaul b
D Add to tray menu

Repeat macro:

[ JLock keyboard and mouse while macro is running (must start as Admin)

|:| Run this macro when macro file is loaded [ 10 218908656-2774 |

|:| Run macro in separate process




10.Now we copy/paste the macro. Just right-click on the newly created
“Default-long” macro, click “Copy”, then right-click again and click “Paste”:

"Name Trigger Macro Steps
Default-long e -

Run

Add Macro
Add Clipboard Macro
Create From Template

Record Macro

- Export
ﬁ Macro Steps Import ‘ Mac
ik e o
Paste
Delete

[ ] bisable m

[Jaddtotra Create Desktop Shortcut
[ JLock keyboard and mouse while macro is running (must start as
|:| Run macro in separate process

[JRun this macro when macro file is loaded

11.In the copied macro we at first change the date format. We switch to
“Macro Steps” tab, then we double-click on the “Date & Time” command
and then we pick the other date format, and click OK:



T TOOLS HELP Edit Command x

- Q | Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Variable Format=Windows user default - long, Separator=/, Day leading zero=Yes, Mor

tForMultipleMacre Format v
Mome | | Parameter Name Parameter Value [ Windows user default - long e
(}Dalault-]ung Format Windows user default - long
‘. »Default-long 2 Separator 1]

 Doyleadngzero  Ves Pick date format
4 Month leading zero Yes
5 Day shift o
6 Variable for result
ﬁ Macro Steps
O D4
Help
. 1 | Format The format:
S [roind 0 = DDMMYYYY A
1= MMDDYYYY
2=DD
i 3=MM
Double-click on |52 poum
5= MMDD
the command  |6-mmvyyy
— 7 = DD_January_YYYY
8 = January_DD_YYYY
9 = Friday_X_dJanuary_DD_X_YYYY
10 = Friday_January_DD_X_YYYY
11 = Friday_DD_January
12 = Friday_DD_January_YYYY

12.We change also the macro name. Then we create the same way also the
third macro. So this is what we get so far:



Change icon ...

[ ] pisable macro

[ ] use this macro as a template

|:| Run macro in separate process

|:| Run this macro when macro file is loaded

Macro description:

Macro playback speed:

Default
[ ]Add to tray menu

Repeat macro:
[ ]Lock keyboard and mouse while macro is running (must start as Admin) IZ =

[ ID: 219581640-2776

13.We create the same way also the last macro (the one with the custom date

format); however, it will need some more changes in “Macro Steps”. We

will add “A free macro text” (to get the “Y:” portion of the date format) in

the front of “Date & Time” command:

b

]

*Name Trigger Macro Steps #
“_»Default-long [.d1] Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Variable Format=Windows us... 2
D YYYYMMDD [.d1] Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Vanable Format=YYYYMMD... 4
. Default-short [.d1] Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Variable Format=Windows us... 3
i Macro Steps Macro Triggers z Macro Scope ‘ Macro Properties [
Y YMMDD



G - % Q| x
itForMultipleMacr¢  All Commands Categories Favorite Filter:

“Name <#> Comment Block BEGIN { A
< Default-long <#> Comment Block END }
‘> Default-short

<#> Comment Line

DYYYYMM
OYYYYM A free macro text |

Clipboard CLEAR

Clipboard coPY ",..%
Clhpboard COPY SELECTED Copy hotkey used=..., Timeout (seconds)=...
ﬁ Macro Steps Clipboard LOAD File path=...
Clipboard PASTE Text to paste=...
=T
ii Clipboard Replace Match = "...", Replace ="...", Format = "...", Mode = "..."
v
Date &
lea
A free macro text A
: G e
Click the green “”+”” icon

- icro free text is sent to currently active application (window). The
to insert new comma nd ctive application either as a sequence of keystrokes or pasted

1 1s used depends on the ram settings and the macro
above be Prog .

The macro free text is typically used in combination with "text shortcut” keyboard trigger to



14.In the “A free macro text” we simply type “Y:” and click OK:

B | Edit Command x
A free macro text

Edit Help

Y:| v

coe

15.Now we need to change the “Date & Time” format as well and repeat the
step above to get macro like this:




ﬁ Macro Steps -'_’.j.-:" Macro Triggers | ? | Macro Scope ‘ Macro Properties [
o g HEE G A (= i
@ | L+ + | ﬁ ‘ % @’ '\" @ ‘ g | " ;E‘g: > ‘ Q | ‘ =5 On Macro Error: Default behavior | -
T
2 Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Vanable Format=YY, Separator=/, Day leading zero=Yes, Month
leading zero = Yes, Day shift=0, Variable for result= <none>
3 M
4 Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Vanable Format=MM, Separator=/, Day leading zero=Yes,
Month leading zero = Yes, Day shift= 0, Variable for result= <none>
5 D:
6 Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Vanable Format=DD, Separator=/, Day leading zero=Yes,
Month leading zero = Yes, Day shift= 0, Vanable for result= <none=
Macro Steps Macro Text
o ”
16.After we name the last macro “Custom” we get all the macros::
HowTo_UseSingleShortcutForMultipleMacros. 4tw* X
=+ All Macros *Name Trigger Macro Steps
= Option 1 > Default-long [.d1] Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Variable Format=Windows userd... 2
> Default-short [d1] Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Variable Format=Windows userd... 3
> Custom [d1] Y:| Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Variable Format=YY. Separat... 5
YYYYMMDD [d1] Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Variable Format=YYYYMMDD, S... 4
ﬁ Macro Steps .{,.:::_.- Macro Triggers E Macro Scope ‘ Macro Properties [E

Custom

Change icon ...

[ Ipisable macro

Macro playback speed:
[Juse this macro as a template [ &

Default e
[]Add to tray menu

Repeat macro:
[JLock keyboard and mouse while macro is running (must start as Admin) EE

|:| Run macro in separate process

|:| Run this macro when macro file is loaded [ 10 219893390-2777 |

17.Let’s try them in Notepad. Minimize the Macro Toolworks (Perfect
Keyboard) window and open Notepad window. Type .d1 in it:



& Untitled - Notepad - O >
File Edit Format View Help

.dl

1) Custom

> 2) Default-long
‘> 3) Default-short
4 YYYYMMDD

| Untitled - Notepad — O >

File Edit Farmat View Help

Saturday, March 24, 2018

Option 2:

1. We create a new “Option 2” macro group and also its “Date Menu” sub-
group:
> BO|%-¥$2 (0012

HowTo_UseSingleShortcutForMultipleMacros.4tw*®

= All Macros *Name Trigger Macro Steps
4 Option 1
=+ Option 2

2. We copy the previously created macros from “Option 1” to “Date Menu”
group so that we do not need to manually crate them again for the Option



2 demonstration. We can either use Copy/Paste feature or we can use drag

& drop. After the macros are copied we just need to remove the “.d1”

trigger from all of them since for Option 2 we will use “.d2” text shortcut:

1:

HowTo_UseSingleShortcutForMultipleMacros. 4tw*

= All Macros
[ option 1

' Date Menu

2:

*MName
Custom
Default-long
Default-short
YYYYMMDD

Macro Steps

¥:| Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Variable Format=YY, Separat

Date & Time : DATE Insent or save to Variable Format=Windows userd...

Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Vanable Format=Window d
Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Vanable Format=YYYYMMDD, 5.

Drag & drop

HowTo_UseSingleShortcutForMultipleMacros.4tw*

BD All Macros
|2 Option 1

IE!D Option 2

----- | Date Menu

*Name
<_»Custom

> Default-long
‘_»Default-short
D YYYYMMDD

Trigger

Macro Steps

Y:| Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Variable Format=YY, Separat...
Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Variable Format=Windows user d..
Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Variable Format=Windows user d..
Date & Time : DATE Insert or save to Variable Format=YYYYMMDD, S...

In the “Option 2” macro group we create a new macro called “Show Date
Menu”. In the “Macro Steps” we add command called “Menu of MACROS”:




ElL»E EDIT \_/le INSERT _IOOLS HELP

¢» |80 % -FQ | ru

HowTo_UseSingleShortcutForMultipleMacrc

=2 All Macros *Name

| Option 9
Late Menu

@ Macro steps

All Commands Categories Favorite il L

Menu ADD ITEM "...", Item identifier="..."

|Menu of MACROS from group ™...", [X = ..., y = ... ], Option = ... *
Menu SHOW [ x = ..., y = ... ], Variable to keep selected item = ..., Get item¥'= ..., Add item numbers (1-9, A-Z

Message CLOSE

ﬂessagc_: SHOWVdisplay y message "..." (other parameters: x = ..., y = ..., Window title = ..., Buttons = ..., "
Mouse BLOCK

Mouse BUTTON: LEFT button DOWN

Mouse BUTTON: LEFT button UP

Mouse BUTTON: MIDDLE button DOWN

Mouse BUTTON: MIDDLE button UP

Menu of MACROS
<macromenu>(x,y,"Macro group”,Option)
Available in: Standard edition

This command shows a menu consisting from (enabled) macros found in the defined me
group. Clicking on a menu item (macro) will cause that the macro is started.

~# Parameter name  Parameter description

4. The command, when macro executes, shows a menu of all macros (and

macro groups as sub-menus) that belongs to a specified macro group. So

we configure the command to take macros from our “Date Menu” macro

group:



Edit Command

Menu of MACROS from group “<none>", [x = -1,y = -1], Option = Sort alphabetically

# Parameter Name

ptio

Macro group II”I\
Parameter Value | Date Mend é |

Help
| 3 ' Macro group Macros (name of the macro) from this group will show in the menu. A
4 | Option Can be one of these values:

2 - default behavior.
3 - a prefix (1-9, a-z) is added before each macro name in the menu. This allows
user to run macro by pressing the prefix key.
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5. Now we assign the macro text shortcut “.d2” and we are done:

HowTo_UseSingleShortcutForMultipleMacros.4tw*®

B--L—‘ All Macros *MName Trigger Macro Steps
l-:‘ Option 1 »Show Date Menu [.d2] Menu of MACROS from group "Date Menu", [
=+ Option 2

Ii Macro Steps Macro Triggers | ? | Macro Scope “ Macro Properties

@ i Keyboard

@ [w] Text shortcut [ |Hot-key
= |

[ ] Do not delete shortcut
Expand automatically
Can be part of word
|:| Case insensitive

Follow case

6. Let’s try them in Notepad. Minimize the Macro Toolworks (Perfect
Keyboard) window and open Notepad window. Type .d1 in it:

j Untitled - Notepad — O b4
File Edit Format View Help

Saturday, March 24, 2018
.d2




| File Edit Format View Help

Saturday, March 24, 2018

" Custom

+ Default-long
« Default-short
+ YYYYMMDD

J Untitled - Notepad

File Edit Format View Help

Saturday, March 24, 2018
2018/03/24




